Memo
To:
NAMME Members

From:
Lisa M. Greenhill

Legislative Affairs Chair

Date:
7/7/2010
Re:
NAMME Legislative Update 
Appropriations
Congress continues to work on the FY2010 Supplemental Appropriations bill which funds efforts in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Haiti.  The legislation also includes funding for the Gulf Coast oil spill and other domestic needs.  In order to keep to the requested funding level of $45.5 billion, the bill includes rescissions to many programs as well as some changes to mandatory spending programs.  The legislation is said to also include a spending cap for FY 2011 programming.  In April the Senate Budget Committee passed a budget resolution, which has not been passed by the entire Senate, which would set a funding ceiling for FY 2011 at $4 billion less than President Obama’s Budget, which was released in February.   In either instance, there are strong attempts to reign in federal spending.   Congress has not begun working on FY2011 labor, health and human services, education budget publicly, so it is unclear how these discussions will shape the health professions’ budgets. 
Education Legislation

In March Congress passed The Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act (SAFRA).  The new law increases Pell Grant awards and tied the scholarship program to the Consumer Price Index.  SAFRA also includes funding to cover the funding shortfall experienced recently due to an increase in the number of eligible students.    Additionally, beginning July 1, all new federal student loans will originate within the Direct Loan program rather than the federally-guaranteed loan program.  The Department of Education’s Direct Lending program was found to be a more reliable lender for students and cheaper for tax payers.  Loans will continue to be serviced by private lenders.    For additional information about SAFRA, please visit the House Committee on Education and Labor. 
Congressional attention is heavily focused on the Gulf Coast oil spill, Supreme Court nominee hearings and the change in command in Afghanistan.  The chambers will take a summer recess in August.
Other Items of Interest

The Runaway General – The Rolling Stone article about General Stanley McChrystal, which led to his being removed from command in Afghanistan. 

Solicitor General Elena Kagan’s Supreme Court Confirmation Hearings 
BP Oil Spill Live Video
Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Lisa M. Greenhill

NAMME Legislative Affairs Chair
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